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Hazrat Moulana Haroon Abasoomar
#% was born in Carolina, Mpuma-
langa Province, South Africa on Sat-
urday 26 July 1952 (4/5 Dhul Qadah
1371 AH),

EARLY EDUCATION AND HIFZ
Moulana #% initially schooled and
went to Madrasah in Carolina. There-
after he went to Mia’s Farm at the
age of 14 (1966) where he did hifz as
well as school.

AN OUTSTANDING STUDENT AT
THE MADRASAH IN KARACHI

After completing Hifz of the Quran,
Moulana #% developed a desire to
further his Islamic studies in Pakistan.
In 1970, despite certain obstacles,
but with unwavering support of his
father; Hajee Ismail Abasoomar g,
Moulana enrolled in the world-
famous Madrasah ‘Arabiyyah Islamiy-
yah, in Newtown (Binnory Town),
Karachi. He travelled by ship for two
weeks to Karachi. Moulana % often
spoke fondly of this journey by ship.
At the Madrasah, he joined a special
course wherein all the subjects were
taught in Arabic. Normally a student
would first learn Urdu and then start
the ‘Alim class.

Moulana Sulayman Binnory, the son
of Moulana Yusuf Binnory & men-
tions that Moulana was one of the
special students of his father. He was
also known to be the most intelli-
gent student of the entire Madrasah
and used to always achieve the first
or second position each year.

In the final exams of the final year,
Moulana #% achieved the first posi-
tion in the national board examina-
tions of all the Darul ‘Ulooms in Paki-
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stan. He was the first and only South
African to achieve this accolade,
writing all his papers in Arabic.

Moulana graduated in 1976; this was
the last class that Moulana Binnory
4% taught the entire Bukhari Sharif
to, as he passed away the following
year on 17 October 1977.

HIS TEACHERS

Moulana %l was extremely fortu-
nate to study under several senior
teachers, who were considered stal-
warts of their fields, commencing
with Hafez ‘Abdur Rahman Mia #i
at Mia’s farm, till his teachers in Kara-
chi, who included Mufti Wali Hasan
#% and Moulana Badee'uz Zaman
2% among others.

Moulana was very attached, and af-
fected by his most senior Teacher;
‘Allamah  Muhammad Yusuf Al-
Binnory 2%, and after graduation, he
stayed with him till his demise and
thereafter returned to South Africa.
Later, whenever he visited Karachi,
Moulana would meet every one of
his surviving Ustads in Karachi, either
at the Madrasah or in their homes.

AUTHORISATION (IJAZAH) FOR
TRANSMITTING HADITH
In addition to studying Hadith under
his illustrious teachers in Karachi,
Moulana 4% had acquired the
‘ijazah’ in Hadith from several other
senior Hadith Scholars of his era.

BAY’AH (SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIPS)
Initially Moulana had islahi
ta'allug
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(spiritual relationship) with Hazrat
Shaykh; Moulana Muhammad Zakar-
iyya Kandehlawi ##s. During his ini-
tial years in Karachi, Moulana trav-
elled to India in Ramadan to spend
I'tikaf with Hazrat Shaykh #fs. Simi-
larly, when Hazrat Shaykh #% came
to South Africa, Moulana benefitted
from his company.

After the demise of Hazrat Shaykh
#%, Moulana established a spiritual
relationship with Mufti Mahmudul
Hasan Gangohi #%, after whose de-
mise, Moulana took bay’ah on the
hands of Hazrat Moulana Hakeem
Muhammad Akhtar saheb zis.

Moulana spent much time in the
company of his Spiritual mentors. He
travelled extensively with Moulana
Hakeem Akhtar in South Africa and
abroad to the Haramayn Shareefayn,
and to countries like: England, Turkey
and Mauritius. In fact, Moulana was
part of a delegation [together with
Haji ‘Abdul Haq Desai -hafizahullah-]
that first travelled to Johannesburg
to invite Moulana Hakeem Akhtar to
Durban. It was on that trip to Durban,
that several senior local ‘Ulama took
bay’ah at the hands of Moulana Ha-
keem Akhtar 2.

Moulana #% was a khalifah of ‘Aarif
Billah Moulana Hakeem Muhammad
Akhtar and would conduct
weekly Majalis for the students and
others at the Isipingo Beach Jaami’
Masjid. Continued on pg. 2
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IMAMAT

After returning from Pakistan in 1977, Moulana & set-
tled in Isipingo Beach. Moulana started Imamat and a
Maktab for the Masjid. Moulana served as the Imam of
this same Masjid for 43 years. This remarkable achieve-
ment displays not only Moulana’s commitment to his
community but also their value and love for him. Till
the end of his life, he preferred to be introduced as:
‘The Imam of Isipingo Beach Masjid' instead of other
l a u d a b | e t it | e s

TEACHING

From the end of the year 1977, Moulana #% began
teaching the elementary Maktab children in Isipingo
Beach. He would also teach certain Hifz students of the
area, in those early years.

His teaching in the Maktab continued till a few years
before his demise, spanning a period of close to forty
years. Due to this lengthy period of time serving the
Masjid and the Maktab, some families of Isipingo Beach
had up to three or four generations of their members
educated by Hazrat Moulana.

In the year 1990, Moulana commenced teaching the
higher Islamic studies at Madrasah Taleemuddeen, in
Isipingo Beach. He taught several subjects during the
initial years. Moulana started teaching Bukhari Sharif in
Madrasah Taleemuddeen in 1997. For more than half of
his years of service at Madrasah Taleemuddeen, Mou-
lana did not take any remuneration for his service. Mou-
lana was at one time the Shaykhul Hadith at Madrasah
Taleemuddeen in Isipingo Beach and Madrasah Inaamiy-
yah in Camperdown. He would commence teaching at
Madrasah Taleemuddeen and thereafter travel to teach
at Madrasah Inaamiyyah before returning home for
Zuhr, a round trip of 130km, despite the difficulties of ill
-health. Upon his return, he would lead the Zuhr Salah,
and thereafter teach in the Maktab in the afternoons.
This lasted for seven years (2002-2008)

In spite of the senior position Moulana held as Shaykhul
Hadith, teaching Sahih Bukhari to the final year students
of the ‘Alim course, the level of his humility was such
that he would, at the same time, teach small children in
the Isipingo Beach Maktab (elementary Madrasah). This
was an extremely unique feature in his life.

There were several students whom Moulana had taught
in the Maktab, as well as in the Bukhari class.

In the latter years of Moulana’s life, he served as
Shaykhul Hadith at Madrasah Hameediyyah in Durban as
well.

Moulana had even taught a portion of Bukhari Sharif
and Mishkat Sharif in America, at Darul 'Uloom New
York, for a number of years. In total, Moulana taught a
portion of Bukhari Sharif to close to forty classes .

UNIQUE FEATURES OF HIS TEACHING

Although he rendered great services in every field of
Deen, his great expertise and depth of knowledge truly
shone while teaching Bukhari Sharif. He was indeed be-
fitting of the title of Shaykhul Hadith. Moulana Yunus
Jonpuri 2%, the famous Shayhkul Hadith of India, would
also fondly call him by the title of Muqarrir Saheb (great
orator).

Despite teaching for many years, he would thoroughly
prepare every lesson. He would passionately teach Bu-
khari Sharif in a very comprehensive and systematic
manner, which was unique, and would give the students
a glimpse of the lessons of the great scholars of Hadith,
such as his esteemed teacher, ‘Allamah Binnory #%.

His lesson would have a constant flow of knowledge
which included the discussions of the conditions of nar-
rators, meanings of words as well as the various opin-
ions and explanations of the Muhaddithun, often inter-
spersed with some anecdotes, advice or some personal
experiences. Moulana had a crystal-clear memory, and
the ability to think through the most difficult and com-
plex questions. Moulana would list the various mean-
ings of each Hadith, at times quoting from memory the
deductions of more than ten Muhaddithun from a sin-
gle Hadith. His fluency in Arabic and his knowledge on
Islamic history and the lives of our Akabir added a
unique flavour to his lessons. Whilst teaching, he would
passionately quote ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri zig
and Hazrat Shaykh; Moulana Muhammad Zakariyya #is.

Moulana was very humble and always felt himself un-
worthy of the rank of Shaykhul Hadith. He would often
say; ‘That whatever | have, is on account of the du‘as of
my teachers’.

The morning before he passed away, he was preparing
to commence with his first lesson of Bukhari Sharif for
the new year. However, in the course of getting ready,
he took ill and was admitted to hospital.

LECTURES

Moulana #% was a dynamic lecturer, who never shied
away from any opportunity to address the masses. He
was among the very first group of local English orators
in Durban, after Hazrat Moulana 'Abdul Hag Omarjee
saheb #g. From the early eighties, till the end of his life
(approximately forty years), Moulana was very popular,
and inundated with requests to lecture at different ven-
ues. He would travel extensively for this purpose locally
and abroad. His lectures were always well prepared, and
equally well presented, which was noticeable to all.
Moulana also lectured in other languages, like Arabic,
Urdu, and the Memon language. Continued on pg. 3

View our Disclaimer at:

www.HadithAnswers.com



Brief biography of Moulana Haroon Abasoomar i

HAJ) AND ‘UMRAH

Moulana #% had a special attachment to the Ha-
ramayn and would travel often for Hajj and 'Umrah.
Allah Ta'ala had taken him for Hajj approximately
twenty times, and many more times for 'Umrah. In the
Haramayn, he spent most of time in 'Ibadah and in
meeting senior pious people. He would be disturbed fif,
for some reason, his time there was spent in anything
else. With Moulana's encouragement, many fellow
Musallis, friends and family also went for Haj and
‘Umrah.

During his illness of kidney failure, Moulana visited the
Haramayn Shareef twice despite the difficulties of hav-
ing to undergo dialysis treatment every second day.

TRAVELS

Moulana 4% travelled to many parts of the world for
the service of Islam. Among them are: KSA, USA, Paki-
stan, Mozambique, Zambia, Malawi, Mauritius, Pales-
tine, Syria, Jordan, Turkey, India, England, Scotland,
Canada, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Brazil and others.

He travelled more than twenty times to America over
a period of twenty years establishing the Sunnah
whenever he went. Several hundreds of people bene-
fitted from his lectures and lessons there. At times
Moulana would deliver six or seven lectures in one
day, in addition to leading the Tarawih Salah at night.
There were times when he returned to his place of res-
idence at Sehri time, due to the prolonged Majlis that
night, and the long distance of travel.

DA'WAH AND TABLIGH

Moulana #f was very passionate about the effort of
Da'wah and Tabligh. He would strongly encourage the
students to go out in Jamat, especially for the one year
after graduation. Before they departed, he would make
a point of giving them advice and would even regularly
contact them when they were out in the path of Allah.
Moulana was extremely regular at the weekly Shab
Guzari on Friday nights for many years. He would be
seen humbly sitting on the floor and listening to the
Shab Guzari bayan, despite his ill-health. He would also
make a point of sitting with the Jamats that visited his
Masjid. His presence at these programs was a source of
extreme encouragement for the Tablighi workers.
Moulana himself had intense admiration for the broth-
ers of Tabligh. He would marvel at their dedication and
sacrifice.

He would often quote the same admiration that his
esteemed teacher; 'Allamah Binnory 2% had for the
Tablighi brothers.

Like 'Allamah Binnory 4%, Moulana 4% often deliv-
ered bayans at the Shab Guzari, as well the ljtimas and
Jors.

DARUL HADITH RESEARCH CENTRE

Moulana Muhammad Yusuf Binnory #% had estab-
lished a research department at his institute, from
which many services of Islamic academics were ren-
dered. Moulana 4% had spent time in this department
after his graduation. Following in the footsteps of his
most senior Hadith teacher, and with renewed encour-
agement from Al-'Allamatul Muhaddith, Shaykh Mu-
hammad '‘Awwamah (hafizahullah), Moulana -in 2014-
decided to establish this institute for the broader ben-
efit of the Muslim community. This centre is unique in
its service that it provides, and has achieved wide ac-
claim for this. May Allah Ta'ala accept it and grant
more progress.

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE SERVICE OF DEEN
Between the year 1980 till 2018 Moulana %k served
the Jamiatul 'Ulama (KZN) in various capacities. He also
served as its Secretary, followed by President.

Moulana had also established, and supported many
initiatives around the globe, in the form of Masjids,
Maktabs, Darul ‘Ulooms and Academic Research Pro-
jects, in countries like: Malawi, Mozambique, Pakistan,
Philippines, Turkey, Syria and USA. He was also very
passionate about the humanitarian crisis of the Um-
mah, and he would often contact those involved in
these efforts to enquire about the state of the Ummah.
He spoke on these issues on several occasions, and
even initiated a project for the Syrian orphans and ref-
ugees from his Masjid. Moulana was constantly en-
gaged in Tarbiyah (reforming) wherever he went. He
always rectified the wrong and promoted the Sunnah.
The following are some of the positions Moulana was
actively serving when he passed away:
1. Imam of the Isipingo Beach Masjid for 43 years.

2. Principal of the Isipingo Beach Maktab.

3. Teacher of Sahih Bukhari for over 20 years.

4. Founder and Ameer of Darul Hadith Research Centre.
5. Trustee of Darul ‘Uloom Newcastle.

6. Ameer of Madrasah Anwarul Islam, Cape Town.

7. Ameer of Madrasatul Binnory -consisting of over 50
Maktabs in the Philippines.

8. Head of the Syrian refugee Maktab project by Darul
Hadith, Istanbul.

9. Trustee of several Masajid/Institutions.

10. An avid supporter of the Khatm Nubuwwat effort.
(This was something he did passionately in the last few
years of his life, like his beloved teacher; ‘Allamah Bin-
nory %% and his teacher ‘Allamah Kashmiri &% had
done at the end of their lives.)

These are some of the engagements that he was still
actively involved in despite his critical health condi-
tion. This in addition to his community service, in visit-
ing the ill, bereaved or elderly etc. Continued on pg. 4
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PERSONALITY & SUBLIME QUALITIES

Moulana % had a warm easy-going personality. He was
humble and simple and very approachable. Moulana al-
ways had a concern for the well-being of everybody. He
was also very hospitable. Most times a visitor couldn’t
leave his home without having something to eat even if
it was something small.
Despite Moulana's high academic credentials, he was
easily accessible to the layman. He associated with peo-
ple of all classes, and dramatically impacted their lives.
From the youngest to the eldest, and from the poorest
to the most wealthy, every one felt close to him, and
could approach him to discuss any matter. Allah Ta'ala
had placed immense love for Moulana in the hearts of
all.

During his illness, there were many people locally and
abroad, who told him that they make du'a for him daily.
Moulana loved simplicity in every aspect of life and at
the same time, was always impeccably well presented in
his dressing etc. He always took pity on the indigenous
and foreign Muslims.
Moulana had great love for his students and enjoyed a
very personal relationship with them. He would make
each student feel special and encourage them to regu-
larly keep contact with him and enquire about their wel-
fare as well as their families’ welfare.
On the other hand, Moulana would not hesitate in cor-
recting his students if he saw something wrong.
Moulana’s concern for consoling the bereaved and up-
lifting the spirits of the sick was proverbial. There was
hardly a sick person in the community, and often even in
distant places, whom Moulana heard of and did not visit.
Even after undergoing dialysis treatment, he would not
return home until he visited all the Muslim male patients
in the hospital whilst being pushed in a wheelchair.
Moulana was always engaged in the dhikr of Allah, even
when going to the beach, during his dialysis sessions, and
while visiting the sick etc. He kept a tasbih counter on
his finger for this.

Moulana loved to speak about the greatness of Allah
Ta'ala, and to see the qudrat (power) of Allah in the
beauty of his creation.

He loved to recite the Quran whilst looking into it.
Moulana had a deep love for the Sunnah, and strictly
implemented it in his life as well as that of his family.
Even when swallowing a tablet, he would ensure to sit,
cover his head and then drink it.

He had the habit of making salam, replying to the adhan
and reciting the masnun du’as loudly.
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DARUL HADITH RESEARCH CENTRE
Blending Traditional Research with Contemporary Issues

Wherever Hazrat Moulana was, he was extremely partic-
ular about offering his Salah in Jamat in the Masjid. He
always tried to book his flights outside of Salah times.
Despite his true love for Haq (truth), and being firm in
implementing it, Moulana disliked differences that disu-
nited the hearts, and kept himself distant from all such
discussions.

He had a deep love for the 'Ulama, young and old, and
he would often present them with gifts of various forms.
In the latter years he developed the habit of offering
monetary gifts (maaly hadyah) to the 'Ulama. He would
encourage his associates to do so as well.

PRAISE FROM OTHER SCHOLARS

Moulana 2 was well respected wherever he went. De-
spite his extreme dislike for praise and acclaim, there
were many who did so. In addition to the the senior lo-
cal 'Ulama, like Hazrat Moulana 'Abdul Hag Omarjee s,
Hazrat Moulana Yunus Patel %%, Hazrat Moulana Fadlur
Rahman, Hazrat Mufti Radaul Hag (hafizahumallah)
among many others, several foreign visiting scholars
would also express their admiration for him. Among
them were: Qadhi Mujahidul Islam 2%, Hazrat Moulana
'Abdul Hafeez Makki #f, Mufti Farooq Meerathi #%,
Shaykh Muhammad 'Awwamah (hafizahullah), Hazrat
Mufti Khanpuri (hafizahullah), Shaykh Sa'eed, the current
Ameer of the Khatm Nubuwwat campaign, Shaykh Suda-
is, the Imam of the Haram Shareef and Shaykh Yusuf
Talal Delorenzo who studied in Karachi with Moulana
says: “If any of the students | knew at the Madrasah in
those days was a reflection of our teachers, all of whom
| assure you were saints, then it was Haroon Abasoomar.”

DEMISE

On the 10th of Shawwal 1441 (3rd June 2020), Moulana
% was admitted to hospital with heart related issues.
Sadly, he passed away that night. When the news of the
tragic demise of Hazrat Moulana #fs spread throughout
the country and the world, it seemed as if a huge flood-
light was suddenly switched off and countless people
were left in grief. Like other great ‘Ulama and Mashayikh
who have passed on, Moulana’s demise has left a void in
the world that can never be filled. His Janazah Salah was
conducted at the Isipingo Beach Jaami’ Masjid, by Mufti
Ebrahim Salejee (hafizahullah) after the Fajr Salah on
Thursday, 4th June 2020. Moulana was laid to rest at the
Dayal Road Cemetery in Clairwood, Durban.
We have indeed lost one of our great spiritual leaders.
May Allah Ta'ala fill Moulana’s grave with Nur and grant
him the highest of stages in Jannatul Firdaus, Amin.
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