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Shaykh Binnory (v)‘ s 
Tahajjud Salah

Dr Habibullah Mukhtar Shahid (v) writes:

Despite weakness, old age and severe knee 
pains, (Moulana Yusuf - v) would exert 
himself so much that even the young used to 
envy him. Be it whilst on journey  or at home, 
during illness or when enjoying health, every 
day two hours before Fajr Moulana would 
present himself before Allah Ta'ala. 

This time would be spent wailing and crying for 
din and the ummah and in reciting the noble 
Quran in a melodious tone with deep feelings. 
No matter how sick Moulana was, it was 
impossible that Moulana would miss his 
Tahajjud prayer or pray any less than his usual 
or even let any difference come in his commu-
nion with Allah Ta'ala. 

I have fond memories of how Moulana used to 
go to Masjidun Nabawi (`) before the time of 
Fajr could even set in, offer Salam to Nabi (`) 
with utmost respect and honour and then 
engage in worship and recitation of the noble 
Quran in Riyadhul Jannah. 
(Khususi Number, Pg. 68)

May Allah Ta'ala guide us to follow in the 
footsteps of our seniors at all times.

There is certain etiquette that applies when 
we take the names of our predecessors.
These are Great leaders in Din, and they 
deserve a great amount of respect. Many 
people have the habit of merely sufficing on 
abbreviations like: “r.a.” or “a.s.” Even worse is 
the use of the “s.a.w.” acronym!

The Greatest human on earth deserves 
more respect than that.
To suffice on an abbreviation instead of the 
entire "sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam" is Makruh 
(offensive) according the scholars of Hadith. 
(Ibnus Salah, pg. 189 and Tadribur Rawi, vol. 2 
pg. 22)
There were several painful consequences for 
those who wanted to save ink by sticking to 
abbreviations! (refer Al-Qawlul Badi', pg. 494)

In our modern era, it takes no time or energy 
to type out the entire “sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wasallam” or “radiyallahu’anhu” or “rahima-
hullah” or “’alayhis salam”.
One could even utilise the keyboard 
shortcuts for this. The point is to say it in 
full.

The Muhaddithun have encouraged writers 
to write the entire “sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wasallam” as well as pronounce it verbally as 
they write it. (Tadribur Rawi, vol. 2 Pg. 20 & 
Al-Qawlul Badi’, pg. 495)

By the writer using or abstaining from such 
acronyms, the readers also learn to follow 
suite...
 
Un-Matched Benefit

The famed Tabi’i, Ja’far as-Sadiq (v) said:
“The angels continue to send salutation for 
the one who writes salutations upon 
Rasulullah (`) for as long as that ink remains 
on the paper.”
(verified by Ibnul Qayyim in Jila-ul Afham, 
pg.56. Also see: Al-Qawlul Badi’, pg.484 & 
Tadribur Rawi, vol.2 pg.19)

Sufyan Thawri (v) -the famed Mujtahid- 
says:
“It is sufficient a benefit for those engaged in 
Hadith; that they continue to receive 
salutations themselves for as long as the 
“sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam” remains written 
on that paper."
(Al-Qawlul Badi’, pg.485)
 
A Motivational Incident

‘Allamah Sakhawi (v) has cited numerous 
anecdotes on the above from several 
Muhaddithun.
(Al-Qawlul Badi’, pgs.486-495. Also see Ibnul 
Qayyim’s (v) Jila-ul Afham, pg.56)

Among them is the following:

The son of ‘Allamah Mundhiri; Shaykh 
Muhammad ibnul Mundhiri (v) was seen in 
a dream after his demise. He said: I have 
entered Jannah and kissed the blessed hand 
of Rasulullah –`- and he told me: “Anyone 
who writes with his hands: “Rasulullah -`- 
has said” will be with me in Jannah.”
‘Allamah Sakhawi (v) says: “This is reported 
with a sahih (authentic) chain. We hope 
from Allah’s grace that He grants us that 
virtue.”
(Al-Qawlul Badi’, pg.487)
Amin.
Khatib Al-Baghdadi (v) has also reported a 
few dreams like the above.
(Al-Jami'u li Akhlaqir Rawi, vol.1 pg.420-423)
 
Appeal

One who suffices on S.A.W. may also be 
considered a miser in light of the Hadith in 
which Rasulullah (`) said:
“A miser is one in whose presence I am 
mentioned, and he doesn’t send salutations 
on me.”
(Sunan Tirmidhi)

Therefore 
let’s go 

all the way and write/say it in full every time 
we take the name of our Beloved (`).

We should also do the same for other 
respectable predecessors, and write the 
entire ('alayhis salam), (radiyallahu'anhu) or 
(rahimahullah) for example.
May Allah Ta'ala bless us all.
Amin.
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Q. Please provide a masnun du’a to recite before slaughtering 
a Qurbani animal.

A. Sayyiduna Jabir (a) reports that when Rasulullah (`) made 
the animal he was slaughtering face the qiblah, he recited the 
following du’a and then slaughtered the animal,
‘Inni wajjahtu wajhiya lilladhi fataras samawati wal arda, ‘ala 
millati Ibrahima hanifaw wa ma ana minal mushrikin. Inna Salati 
wa nusuki wa mahyaya wa mamati lillahi Rabbil ‘Alamin. La 
sharika lahu wa bidhalika umirtu wa ana minal Muslimin. 
Allahumma minka wa laka ‘an Muhammadin wa ummatih, 
bismillah wallahu akbar’

The Arabic text of the above du’a:

(Sunan Abi Dawud, Hadith: 2788, Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith: 3121, 
Musnad Ahmad, vol. 3 pg. 375. Declared authentic by Imam Ibn 
Khuzaymah, Hadith: 2899 and Imam Hakim, vol. 1 pg. 467. Hafiz 
Dhahabi concurs. Also see Al Ajwibatul Mardiyyah, vol. 2 pgs. 
803-805 and Hashiyatus Sindhi ‘Ala Musnadil Imam Ahmad)

Note
1) The du’a has been reported with variation in the wordings. I 
have cited the version recorded in Sunan Abi Dawud.
2) The text in bold, translates as ‘From Muhammad and his 
Ummah’. A person may use his own name instead.

Q. What is the authenticity of the following Hadith:

1) There is nothing dearer to Allah during the days of Qurbani 
than the sacrificing of animals. The sacrificed animal shall 
come on the Day of Qiyamah with its horns, hair, and hooves 
(to be weighed on a person’s good deeds). The sacrifice is 
accepted by Allah before the blood reaches the ground. 
Therefore sacrifice with an open and happy heart.

A. Imam Tirmidhi (v) has recorded the Hadith in question in 
his Sunan on the authority of Sayyidatuna ‘Aaishah (d) and 
has declared it sound (hasan).
This Hadith is also considered sound (hasan) according to Hafiz 
Ibn Hajar in his book: Hidayatur Ruwat.
(Sunan Tirmidhi, Hadith: 1493. Hidayatur Ruwat, Hadith: 1415)

Q. A Muslim doing Qurbani should not clip his nails or remove 
hair, is this correct?

Please provide the proof from Hadith for this.

A. Sayyidatuna Ummu Salamah (d) reports that Nabi (`) said:

When Dhul Hijjah begins and a person intends to make 
udhiyah (slaughter on Eid day), then he should not remove hair 
nor clip his nails. (Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 5090)

Based on the above Hadith, the Hanafi Jurists say that it is 
mustahab (preferable) for a person intending to do udhiyah, 
not to remove hair or clip his nails until after his animal is 
slaughtered.

Note 1: However this should not be considered binding.

Note 2: If one hasn’t cut his nails or removed body hair for up 
to forty days, and by practicing on the above, he will be 
exceeding the forty day limit, he should not delay. In this case, 
he is instructed to rather remove the hair/nails etc instead of 
waiting till after slaughter. This is because Shari’ah instructs us 
to remove unwanted hair/nails once every forty days.
(Refer: Badhlul Majhud, under Hadith: 2791)

Q. What is the reference for the following du’a to be recited 
after slaughtering:

Allahuma taqabalhu mini kama taqabalta min habibika 
Muhammadin wa khalilika Ibrahima ‘alayhimas salatu wa 
sallam

A. I haven’t seen this as a du’a in the popular Hadith books. It 
seems to be a suggested du’a formulated by the scholars.
The full translation is as follows:

O Allah accept it from me like You accepted from your Beloved  
Muhammad (`) and from your friend Ibrahim (q)

The wording is excellent and one may indeed recite it without 
attributing it to the Sunnah.

Q. What is the status of the following narration and does it 
prove that it’s a Sunnah to eat the liver of the Qurbani animal 
first?
 
Nabi (`) would not go for the Eidul Fitr salah without eating 
something. On the day of Eidul Adha, he would not eat 
anything until he returned [from the Eid salah], then he would 
eat the liver of his animal of slaughter.

A. Yes, it does. 
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As a rule, in every Muslim’s life, his religion 
must always be preferred over entertain-
ment. Or else very little of Islam will 
remain.
Adherence and reverence for one’s creed 
must reign supreme.
This is not to say, Islam doesn’t allow 
recreation, or light heartedness.
The sirah of our beloved Nabi (`) has 
many examples of his jovial side. These 
are well documented and are known to 
many.

Crucial

It is absolutely essential that one be able 
to draw a line between what is allowed 
and what isn’t. Failure to do so, gradually 
leads one passed the boundaries of 
permissibility…

The Religion Of Entertainment!

The trend around the globe is that people 
are constantly looking for innovative ways 
of entertaining themselves.
This ‘hunger for entertainment’ has a 
gradual effect of retrogression on one’s 
spirituality.

Firstly, as Muslims, our goal in this life 
isn’t entertainment, it’s the fulfilment of a 
set of commands of Allah Ta’ala and the 
practical implementation of the lifestyle 
of Nabi Muhammad (`).

Secondly, one who has the habit of enter-
taining, often fails to realise the limits. It 
is therefore necessary to keep one’s self in 
check, and to get the priorities right.

Thirdly, when one eradicates the dhikr of 
Allah from one’s life, this is replaced with 
futility.

Un-Detected

In the recent past, the tendency of making 
jokes that entail the symbols of Islam 
have alarmingly increased.
Even more astonishing is the fact that 
many of us don’t even realise the propor-
tion of its ill-effect.

The Significance of a Symbol

Allah Ta’ala says:

 ‘And whoever honours the symbols of 

Allah, does so out of the taqwa [that 
exits] in the heart.’
(Surah Haj, verse: 32)

A symbol is something that exclusively 
represents whatever it symbolises.
Making fun of the symbols of Islam is a 
mockery of Islam itself!
The Fuqaha have ruled that when one 
mocks at a symbol of Islam, he could be 
removed from the fold!
(Durrul Mukhtar, with Raddul Muhtar, 
vol.5 pg.474)

Jokes that portray people reciting the 
Quran or offering Salah in a comical 
manner, or a man making du’a using 
words and phrases that are meant to 
create a laugh indeed fall very close to 
‘One who mocks a symbol of Islam.’

How can a Muslim make fun at his very 
own religion? Even worse is when some 
make jokes about Allah or ‘God’ or the 
Messenger of Allah (f), his Companions 
(g) or any religious personality! How 
did we reach such a level? It surely didn’t 
happen in the blink of an eye. These are 
the ill-effects of our hunger for entertain-
ment.
 
Who is then to blame for defamatory 
cartoons and other such mock-ups of our 
religion?!

Allah Ta’ala has clearly stated:  
‘And it (the Quran and its teachings, i.e. 
Islam) is not a joke’
(Surah Tariq, verse: 14)

What to do?

When one receives such a clip or joke, 
immediately delete it. Don’t share it with 
anyone, as this leads to it spreading. 
Sometimes, ignoring futility is the best 
way to eradicate it.
By sharing such jokes, we become guilty 
of this mockery ourselves!

Lastly, one should –if possible- tactfully 
advise the sender against sharing/creating 
such content.

May Allah Ta’ala save us from ‘the religion 
of entertainment’, as that is not the 
religion brought by Nabi Muhammad 
(`)!!

Religion is no Joke!

www.Al-Miftah.com

Q & A 

Imam Bayhaqi (v) has recorded this 
narration on the authority of Sayyiduna 
Buraydah (a). (Sunanul Kubra, vol.3 
pg.283)

Hafiz Ibnul Qattan (v) has declared it as 
authentic (sahih)
(Bayanul Wahmi wal Iham, Hadith: 2531. 
Also see: Nasbur Rayah, Hadith: 2796 and 
Talkhisul Habir, vol.2 pg.84)

Imams Tirmidhi, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn 
Hibban and Hakim (v) have also cited a 
shorter version.
(Sunan Tirmidhi, Hadith: 542, Sahih Ibn 
Khuzaymah, Hadith: 1426, Sahih Ibn 
Hibban, Hadith: 2812, Mustadrak Hakim, 
vol.1 pg.294)

In light of these narrations the Fuqaha 
(Jurists) have ruled it preferable (mus-
tahabb) to let the first thing one eats on 
Eidul Adha be from one’s animal of sacri-
fice.

Q. What is the authenticity of the 
following narration?
“Continue performing Hajj and Umrah 
for they remove poverty”

A. The full narration in question is as 
follows:
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (a) 
reports that Rasulullah (`) said:

“Perform Hajj and ‘Umrah in succession, 
for they remove poverty and sins just as 
the bellows remove filth from iron, gold, 
and silver. There is no greater reward for 
an accepted Hajj besides Jannah”
(Sunan Tirmidhi, Hadith: 810, Sunan Nasai; 
Al Mujtaba, Hadith: 2631)

Imam Tirmidhi and Imam Ibn Hibban () 
have declared the Hadith authentic.
(Sahih Ibn Hibban; Al Ihsan, Hadith: 3693)

And Allah Ta’ala Knows best.
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Anecdotes
Shaykh Muhammad 'Awwamah (               ) while explain-
ing the importance of etiquette with seniors, writes:

'I was once with my friend at our Madrasah Sha'bani-
yyah in Aleppo (may Allah Ta'ala alleviate the sufferings 
of its people soon) when we saw two of our senior 
teachers. 
1. Shaykh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah (v)
2. Shaykh Mufti Muhammad As'ad 'Ibajy (v) 
My friend proceeded to greet and shake the hand of 
Shaykh 'Abdul Fattah first. He refused and said: 'First 
greet the Shaykh (Mufti). First greet the Shaykh (Mufti)'

Shaykh 'Awwamah says:
I thought to myself: while my friend greets the Mufti, I 
will greet Shaykh 'Abdul Fattah. 
Again Shaykh 'Abdul Fattah (v) refused, saying in a 
more stern voice:
'Greet the Shaykh (Mufti) first!
'Greet the Shaykh (Mufti) first!'
- end of quote. 
(Ma'alim Irshadiyyah, pg.226-227)

Moral:
Many of us are unmindful of this important etiquette; 
to greet the elder/senior first; before others.
Like we are taught to first serve the elders before 
others, the same applies to the manners of greeting, 
meeting, offering a seat, allowing them to speak first, 
etc.
Rasulullah (`) encouraged putting the elders first. 
(Sahih Bukhari)
Imam Nawawi (v) has a dedicated chapter on this 
etiquette in Riyadus Salihin. 
For more, refer to the book: Islamic Manners, pgs.44-51

Sublime Sunnats

From the pen of Shaykh Binnory v 

Opposing the Sahabah (g) is an opposition
 to Allah Ta’ala!

In the Quran whilst mentioning that the Iman of the Honourable Sahabah 
(g) is the yard stick of the truth, mankind is not only called to present the 
like thereof, rather together with this any person who speaks ill of them is 
declared as a hypocrite and an ignoramus .

The Honourable Sahabah (g) were repeatedly given the glad tidings of 
radiyallahu 'anhum wa radu 'anhu (Allah is pleased with them and they are 
pleased with Allah). This has been repeated with such emphasis that it has 
become part of the speech of the Muslim ummah.  Just as the name of a 
Prophet will never be taken without saying 'Alayhis salam likewise no 
believer will ever take the name of a Sahabi without adding Radiyallahu 
'anhu.

 It is clear that Allah Ta'ala did not merely look at their outward condition 
and become pleased with them, nor did Allah Ta'ala just consider their 
current accomplishments only. Rather, Allah Ta'ala saw their inner and outer, 
their present and future and then became pleased with them. This therefore 
serves as a guarantee that until their last breath they will never do anything 
which is against the pleasure of Allah Ta'ala. 

Furthermore, it is apparent that anyone with whom Allah Ta'ala is pleased, 
the servants of Allah should also be pleased. There is clear and sufficient 
textual proof that Allah Ta'ala is pleased with the Honourable Sahabah (g). 
Despite this, if anybody is still not pleased with them then it is as if he is 
opposing Allah Ta'ala! 
Allah Ta'ala even announces in the Quran that in the Hereafter they will be 
blessed with every honour and saved from every disgrace. 
There are not tens but hundreds of such verses which expound on different 
virtues of the Honourable Sahabah (g).
(Adapted from: Basair wa 'ibar, vol.1 pg.153-154)

Sayyiduna 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar and other Sahabah (a) reported 
that Rasulullah (`) said:

'Whoever offers four rak'ats [nafl] after 'Isha before leaving the 
Masjid, will receive the reward of [these rak'ats being offered] on 
Laylatul Qadr.'

(Musnad Imam Abu Hanifah, Hadith: 178-179, Sunan Sa'id ibn Mansur, 
Al-Mu'jamul Awsat, Hadith: 5239 and 6332, Al-Mu'jamul Kabir, 
Hadith: 12240 and 13800 & As-Sunanul Kubra of Bayhaqi, vol.2 
pg.477. Also see Targhib, vol.1 pg.401)

In addition to this, several Sahabah (g) have also said the same:

“Whoever offers four rak’ats (nafl) after ‘Isha, will get the reward of 
offering these rak’ats on Laylatul Qadr”
(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, Hadith: 7351-7357 & As-Sunanul Kubra 
of Bayhaqi, vol.2 pg.477)

Fortunate are those who can secure such a privilege every night!
Shaykhul Hadith, Moulana Fadlur Rahman A’zami (                  ) would 
mention an Urdu poem in his Hadith lesson;

For those who have real value, every night can be Laylatul Qadr!


